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Response to Amendment 

1 . This action is responsive to RCE filed on April 21 , 2006. Claims 7- 20, 25 - 29 
and 36 have been amended. Claims 7-37 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 102 



The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 



A person shall be entitled to a patent unless — 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under 
section 122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another 
filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except 
that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) 
shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the 
United States only if the international application designated the United States 
and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. . 

2. Claims 7-29 and 31 - 37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Yacoub Patent Application Publication No. 20030011 805. 

As to claim 7, Yacoub teaches one or more computer readable media having 
stored thereon a plurality of instructions that, when executed by one or more 
processors, causes the one or more processors to perform acts comprising: 
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identifying one or more devices in a network (see paragraph 0042, Yacoub 
discloses a number of network printers); 

obtaining, for at least one of one or more network switches in the network, 
an indication of which port of the network switch a computing device is coupled to 
(see paragraph 0020, Yacoub discloses querying and computing the location or 
printers ); 

obtaining, for each of the one or more identified devices and for the at least one 
network switch, an indication of which port of the network switch the identified device 
is coupled to (see paragraphs 0020 and 0036, Yacoub discloses mapping the location 
of all available printers on a network); and 

determining, for at least one of the one or more identified devices, how 
physically distant the identified device is to the computing device, wherein the 
determining is based at least in part on the indication of which port of the network 
switch the computing device is coupled to and the indication of which ports of the 
network switch the one or more identified devices are coupled to (see 0030, Yacoub 
discloses determining the nearest printer to a user). 

As to claim 9, Yacoub teaches one or more computer readable media as recited 
in claim 7, wherein obtaining an indication of which port of the network switch a 
computing device is coupled to comprises obtaining the indication from the network 
switch (see paragraph 0030). 

As to claim 8, one or more computer readable media as recited in claim 7, 
wherein at least one of the identified one or more devices comprises a printer (see 
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0040). 

As to claimlO, Yacoub teaches one or more computer readable media as 
recited in claim 7, wherein obtaining an indication of which port of the network switch 
the identified device is coupled to comprises obtaining the indication from the 
network switch (see paragraph 0036). 

As to claim 1 1 , Yacoub teaches one or more computer readable media as recited 
in claim 7, wherein the determining comprises generating, for at least one of the one 
or more identified devices, a ranking indicating a proximity of the identified device to 
the computing device relative to the other identified devices (see 0036). 

As to claim 12, Yacoub teaches one or more computer readable media as 
recited in claim 1 1 , wherein the plurality of instructions further cause to one or more 
processors to perform an additional act comprising: presenting, to a user, each of 
the generated rankings (see paragraph 0026). 

As to claim13, Yacoub teaches one or more computer readable media as 
recited in claim 7, wherein the computing device comprises both the computer 
readable media and the one or more processors (see figs. 3 and 4). 

As to claim 14, Yacoub teaches one or more computer readable media as 
recited in claim 7, wherein the computing- device comprises both the one or more 
processors and an I/O device to read the one or more computer readable media 
(see fig. 5). 

As to claim15, Yacoub teaches one or more computer readable media as recited 
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in claim 7, wherein determining how physically distant the identified device is to the 
computing device comprises: 

checking, whether the identified device shares the same port on the switch as 
the computing device and with a smallest number of other devices also sharing the 
same port (see paragraphs 0025 - 0027 and 0036); and; 

determining, if the identified device shares the same port on the switch as the 
computing device and with the smallest number of other devices also sharing the 
same port, that the identified device is one of the physically closest devices to the 
computing device (see paragraph 0025). 

As to claim. 16, Yacoub teaches one or more computer readable media as 
recited in claim 15, wherein determining how physically distant the identified 
device is to the computing device further comprises: 

checking whether the identified device shares the same port on the switch as 
the computing device and with a smaller number of other devices also sharing the 
same port (see paragraphs 0025 - 0027 and 0036); and 

determining, if the identified device shares the same port on the switch as the 
computing device and with the smaller number of other devices also sharing the same 
port, that the identified device is a second physically closest device to the computing 
device (see paragraph 0025). 

As to claim 17, Yacoub teaches one or more computer readable media as 
recited in claim 16, wherein determining how physically distant the identified device is 
to the computing device further comprises: 
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checking whether the identified device shares the same port on the switch as the 
computing device without regard for a number of other devices also sharing the same 
port (see paragraphs 0025 - 0027 and 0036); and 

determining, if the identified device shares the same port on the switch as the 
computing device without regard for the number of other devices also sharing the same 
port, that the identified device is a third closest device to the computing device (see 
paragraphs 0024 and 0025). 

As to claim 18, Yacoub teaches one or more computer readable media as 
recited in claim 17, wherein determining how physically distant the identified device is 
to the computing device further comprises: 

checking whether the identified device shares the switch with any number of 
other devices also sharing the switch (see paragraphs 0025 - 0027 and 0036); 
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determining, if the identified device shares the switch with any number of other 
devices also sharing the switch, that the identified device is a fourth physically closest 
device to the computing device (see paragraphs 0024 and 0025); and 



determining, if the identified device does not share the switch with any number of 
.other devices also sharing the switch, that the identified device is a fifth closest device 
to the computing device (see paragraphs 0024 and 0025); 

As to claim 19, Yacoub teaches one or more computer readable media as 
recited in claim 7, wherein determining how physically distant the identified 
device is to the computing device comprises: 

if the identified device shares the same port on the switch as the computing 
device and with a smallest number of other devices also sharing the same port, 
then determining the identified device is one of the physically closest devices to the 
computing device (see paragraphs 0024 and 0025); 

otherwise, if the identified device shares the same port on the switch as the 
computing device and with a smaller number of other devices also sharing the 
same port, then determining the identified device is a second physically closest 
device to the computing device (see paragraphs 0024 and 0025; 

otherwise, if the identified device shares the same port on the switch as the 
computing device and without regard for a number of other devices also sharing the 
same port, then determining the identified device is a third physically closest device 
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to the computing device (see paragraphs 0024 and 0025); and 

otherwise, if the identified device shares the switch with any number of other 
devices also sharing the switch, then determining the identified device is a fourth 
physically closest device to the computing device (see paragraphs 0024 and 0025). 

As to claim 20, Yacoub teaches a method, implemented in a computing device that 
is part of a network, the method comprising: 

detecting one or more network switches in the network (see paragraph 0024) 
identifying one or more other devices of a particular type in the network 
(see paragraph 0040). 

obtaining, for each of the identified one or more other devices and for at least 
one of the one or more network switches, an indication of which port of the network 
switch the device is coupled to, wherein the indication is obtained from at least one 
of the one or more network switches (see paragraph 0036); and 

ranking, based at least in part on the obtained indications as well as which port 
of the network switch the computing device is coupled to, the one or more other 
devices in terms of their inferred physical proximity to the computing device (see 
paragraph 0026). 

As to claim 21, a method as recited in claim 20, wherein the one or more other 
devices of a particular type comprises one or more printers (see fig. 5). 
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As to claim 22, Yacoub teaches a method as recited in claim 20, wherein 
identifying one or more other devices of a particular type in the network comprises 
identifying the one or more other devices in the network by accessing a list of 
device identifiers (see paragraph 0026). 

As to claim 23, Yacoub teaches a method as recited in claim 20, wherein 
identifying one or more other devices of a particular type in the network comprises 
identifying the one or more other devices in the network by querying a plurality of 
devices on the network to determine, for each of the plurality of devices, whether the 
device is of the particular type (see paragraph 0026). 

As to claim 24, Yacoub teaches a method as recited in claim 20, further 
comprising presenting, to a user, the ranking of at least one of the one or more other 
devices (see paragraph 0026). 

As to claim 25, Yacoub teaches a method as recited in claim 20, wherein 
ranking a device of the one or more other devices comprises: 

checking whether the device shares the same port on a network switch as the 
computing device and with a smallest number of additional devices also sharing the 
same port (see paragraphs 0025 - 0027 and 0036); and 

determining, if the device shares the same port on the network switch as the 
computing device and with the smallest number of additional devices also sharing the 
same port, that the device is one of the physically closest devices to the computing 
device (see paragraphs 0025 - 0027 and 0036). 
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As to claim 26, Yacoub teaches a method as recited in claim 25, wherein 
ranking the device of the one or more other devices further comprises:checking 
whether the device shares the same port on the network switch as the computing 
device and with a smaller number of the additional devices also sharing the same port 
(see paragraphs 0025 - 0027 and 0036); 

determining, if the device shares the same port on the switch as the computing 
device and with the smaller, number of the additional devices also sharing the same 
port, that the device is a second physically closest device to the computing device 
(see paragraphs 0025 - 0027 and 0036) . 

As to claim 27, Yacoub teaches a method as recited in claim 26, wherein 
ranking the device of the one or more other devices further comprises: 

checking whether the device shares the same port on the switch as the 
computing device without regard for a number of additional devices also sharing the 
same port (see paragraphs 0025 - 0027 and 0036);determining, if the device shares 
the same port on the switch as the computing device without regard for the number of 
additional devices also sharing the same port, that the device is a third physically 
closest device to the computing device (see paragraphs 0025 - 0027 and 0036). 
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As to claim 28, Yacoub teaches a method as recited in claim 27, 
wherein ranking the device of the one or more other devices further 
comprises: 

checking whether the device shares the switch with any number of 
additional devices also sharing the switch (see paragraphs 0025 - 0027 
and 0036);determining, if the device shares the switch with any number of 
additional devices also sharing the switch, that the device is a fourth 
physically closest device to the computing device (see paragraphs 0025 - 
0027 and 0036); and determining, if the device does not share the switch 
with any number of additional devices also sharing the switch, that the 
device is a fifth closest device to the computing device (see paragraphs 
0025 - 0027 and 0036). 



As to claim 29, Yacoub teaches a method, comprising:discovering 
network switches in a network- (see paragraph 0042) identifying devices 
connected to the network (see 0020); determining each switch and each 
port to which the devices are coupled (see paragraphs 0020 - 
0036).determining each switch and each port to which a user computer is 
coupled; and ranking the devices based upon their inferred physical 
proximity to the user computer (see paragraphs 0020 - 0036). 
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As to claim 31, the method of claim 29, wherein identifying devices comprises 
identifying printers (see fig. 5). 

V 

As to claim 32, Yacoub teaches the method of claim 29, wherein identifying 
devices comprises consulting a list of network device identifiers (see paragraph 
0026). 

As to claim 33, Yacoub teaches the method of claim 29, wherein identifying 
devices comprises querying multiple addresses on the network (see paragraph 
0026) 

As to claim 34, Yacoub teaches the method of claim 29, wherein determining 
each switch and each port to which the devices and the user computer are coupled 
comprises obtaining switch and port information from at least one network switch 
(see paragraph 0036). 

As to claim 35, Yacoub teaches the method of claim 341 wherein obtaining 
switch and port information comprises obtaining the switch and port information from 
a connection table of the at least one network switch (see paragraph 0036). 

As to claim 36, Yacoub teaches the method of claim 29, further comprising 
automatically selecting the physically closest device (see paragraph 0024) 

As to claim 37, Yacoub teaches the method of claim 29, further comprising 
presenting the rankings to the user (see paragraph 0026) 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between 
the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the 
subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention 
was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject 
matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

Claim 30 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Yacoub U.S. Patent Publication No.2003/001 1805 and further in view of official 

As to claim 30 is rejected over Yacoub and further in view of official notice. 

Yacoub teaches the invention as mentioned above. Yacoub does not explicitly 
teach SNMP as recited in claim 30, however Yacoub suggests using a number of 
other protocols (see paragraph 0035) it would have been obvious to one of the 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the was made invention to use SNMP protocol in 
Yacoub's invention because doing so would enable devices in a network to acquire 
knowledge of the type of protocol that is being used on the particular Fibre Channel 
interconnect. 
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Response to Arguments 



4. Applicant's arguments have been considered but are moot in view of the new 
ground(s) of rejection. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered 
pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sargon N Nano whose telephone number is (571) 
272-4007. The examiner can normally be reached on 8 hour. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on (571) 272-4001. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is--assigned is 
703-872-9306. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained 
from the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 



for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Sargon Nano 

July 1 9, 2006 /\ r\ 
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